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PAra'meter. n.f The latus re&um of a parabola, is a third 
proportional to the abfciira and any ordinate ; fo that the 
fquare of the ordinate is always equal to the re&angle under 
the parameter and abfciffa: but, in the ellipfis and hyperbola, 
it has a different proportion. Harris . 

Paramount, adj. [per and mount.] 

I. Supe'riour ; having the higheft jurifdi&ion; as lord para- 
mount , the chief of the feigniory. 

Leagues within the ftate are ever pernicious to monarchies ; 
for they raife an obligation, paramount to obligation of fove- 
reignty, and make the king, tanquam unus ex nobis. Bacon. 

The dogmatifl’s opinioned affurance is paramount to argu¬ 
ment, Glanville. 

If all power be derived from Adam, by divine inffitution, this 
is a right antecedent and paramount to all government; and 
therefore the pofitive laws of men cannot determine that 
which is itfelf the foundation of all law. Locke. 

Mankind, feeing the apoftles poffeffed of a power plainly 
paramount to the powers of all the known beings, whether 
angels or daemons, could not queftion their being infpired by 
God. Weji on the Refurredtion. 

2. Eminent ; of the higheft Order. 

John a Chamber was hanged upon a gibbet railed a ftage 
higher in the midft of a fquare gallows, as a traitor para¬ 
mount ; and a number of his chief accomplices were hanged 
upon the lower ftory round him. Bacon. 

Paramount, n.f. The chief. 

In order came the grand infernal peers, 

’Midft came their mighty paramount. Milton's P. L. 

PaRamour. n.f [par and amour, Fr.] 

1. A lover or woer. 

Upon the floor 
A lovely bevy of fair ladies fat. 

Courted of many a jolly paramour , 

The which them did in modeftwife amate. 

And each one fought his lady to aggrate. Fa. §hieen. 

No feafon then for her 

To wanton with the fun her fufty paramour . JIAilt. 

2. A miftrefs. It is obfolete in both fenfes, though not inele¬ 
gant or unmufical-. 

Shall I believe 

That unfubftantial death is amorous. 

And that the lean abhorred monfter keeps 

Thee here in dark to be his paramour. Shakefpeare. 

PaRanymph. n.f. [oroigd and vvytpvi ; paranymphe, Fr.] 

1. A brideman; one who leads the bride to her marriage. 

The Timnian bride 
Plad not fo foon prefer’d 
Thy paranymph , worthlefs to thee compar’d, 

Succeffor in thy bed. Milton's Agonifles. 

2. One who countenances or fupports another. 

Sin hath got a paranymph and a follicitor, a warrant and an 
advocate. T lylors Worthy Conmunicant. 

Para'pegm. n.f [ , 7rcc()0i7rri'yp‘(X’, 7rcx / ^7r7)'yuv[xi.] A brazen 
table fixed to a pillar, on which laws and proclamations were 
anciently engraved : alfo a table fet up publickly, containing 
an account of the riling and letting of the ftars, eclipfes ot 
the fun and moon, the feafons of the year, &c. whence 
aftrologers give this name to the tables, on which they draw 
figures according to their art. Philips. 

“ Our forefathers, obferving the courfe of the fun, and mark¬ 
ing certain mutations to happen in his progrefs through the 
zodiac, fet them down in their parapegms , or aftronomical 
canons. Brown’s Vulgar Etrmrs 

Pa'rapet. n. f. [ parapet , Fr. parapetto, Itanan.J A wail 

breaft high. . 

There was a wall or parapet of teeth fet m our mouth to 

reftrain the petulancy of our words. Ben Jobnfon. 

Paraphimo'sis. n. f. [TxrxgatpifurK; ; paraphimoje, rr.j A 
difeafe when the pneputium cannot*be drawn over the glans. 

PARAPHERNALIA. n.f. [Lat. paraphernaux, hr.] Goods 

in the wife’s difpofal. , . r 

PARAPHRASE, n.f [ircteotipfourt! ; paraphrafe, hr.] Aloole 

interpretation ; an explanation in many words. 

All the laws of nations were but a paraphrafe upon this 
ftanding re&itude of nature, that was ready to enlarge itfelf 
into fuitable determinations, upon all emergent objects an 
occaf.ons. . , . South Sermons. 

In paraphrafe , or tranflation with latitude, the authors 
words are not to ftrnftlv followed as his fenfe, and that too 
amplified, but not altered: fuch is Mr. Waller s tranflation 

of Virgil’s fourth dEneid. ■TTF 

To Paraphrase, v. a. [ paraphrafer , Fr. Trasa^Ww.] lo 
interpret with laxity of expreffion; to tranflate loolely. 

We are put to conftrue and paraphrase our own words, to 
free ourfelves from the ignorance and malice of our adver- 
faries. Stillingfieet's Def. of Dif on Romijh Idolatry. 

What needs he paraphrafe on what we mean. 

We were at worft but wanton ; he’s obfeene. Dry den. 

Where tranflation is ineradicable, they may paraphraje.— 
But it is intolerable, that under a pretence of paraphrajmg 
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and tranflating, a way fhould be fuffered of treating author 
to a manifeft difadvantage. Felton on the Qlafhck 

P a'raphrast. n.f [ paraphrafe , Fr. Tr^apaa^.] A j J * 
interpreter ; one who explains in many words. 

The fitteft for publick audience are fuch, as following a 
middle courfe between the rigor of literal tranflators and the 
liberty of paraphrajls, do, with great fhortnefs and plaint 
deliver the meaning. 

The chaldean paraphrajl renders Gerahby Meath. Arbuth 

Paraphra'stical. 1 ajd. [from paraphrafe.] Lax in inter- 

Paraphrastic. J pretation; not literal; not verbal. 

PaRAPHRENi'tis. n.f [7 ruga and (pgmTi c; paraphrenefc , Fr.l 
Paraphrenitis is an inflammation of the diaphragm. The 
fymptoms are a violent fever, a moft exquifite pain in- 
creafed upon infpiration, by which it is diftinguiflied from a 
pleurify, in which the greateft pain is in expiration. Arbuth 
PaRasang. n.f. [parafanga , low Latin.] A Perfian meafure 
of length. 

Since the mind is not able to frame an idea of any fpace 
without parts, inftead thereof it makes ufe of the common 
meafures, which, by familiar ufe, in each country, have 
imprinted themfelves on the memory; as inches and feet, or 
cubits and parafangs. • Locke. 

PA'RASITE. n.f. [j parafite , Fr. parafita , Latin.] One that 
frequents rich tables, and earns his welcome by flattery. 

He is a flatterer, 

A parafite, a keeper back of death. 

Who gently would diflolvethe bands of life. 

Which falfe hopes linger. Shakefpeare. 

Moft finding, fmooth, detefted parafites , 

Courteous deftroyers, affable wolves, meek bears, 

You fools of fortune. Shakefpeare. 

Come, you parafite, anfwer me 
Diredtly to this queftion. Shakefpeare. 

Diogenes, when mice came about him, as he was eating, 
faid, I foe, that even Diogenes nourifheth parafites. Bacon. 
Thou, with trembling fear. 

Or like a fawning parafite, obeyed; 

Then to thyfelf afcrib’ft the truth foretold. Milton. 

The people fweat not for their king’s delight, 

T’ enrich a pimp, or raife a parafite. Dryden. 

Parasi'tical. (adj. [parafitique, Fr. from parafite.'] Flat- 

Parasi'tick. J tering; wheedling. 

The biftiop received fmall thanks for his parafitick prefen- 
tation. Hake-will on Providence. 

Some parafitick preachers have dared to call thofe martyrs, 
who died fighting againft me. King Chadcs. 

Pa'rasol. n.f. A fmall fort of canopy or umbrello carried 
over the head, to fhelter from rain and the heat of the fun. 

Did. 

Parasyna'xis. n.f In the civil law, a conventicle or un¬ 
lawful meeting. Bid. 

To PaRboil. v. a. [parbouiller, French.] To half boil; 
to boil in part. 

Parboil two large capons upon a foft fire, by the fpace of 
an hour, till, in effefl, all the blood be gone. Bacon . 

From the fea into the fnip we turn, 

Like parboil'd wretches, on the coals to burn. Donne. 

Like the feum, ftarved men did draw, 

From parboil'd fhoes and boots. Donne. 

ToPARBREAK. v.n. [brecker, Dutch.] To vomit. 

PaRbreak. n.f [from the verb.] Vomit. 

Her filthy peer break all the place defiled has. Fa. %ueem 

PA RCEL, n.f. parcelle, French; particula, Latin.] 1 

1. A fmall bundle. 

2. A part of the whole taken feparately. 

Women, Silvius, had they mark’d him 
In parcels, as I did, would have gone near 
To fall in love with him. Shakefpeare. 

I drew from her a prayer of earneft heart, 

That I would all my pilgrimage dilate ; 

Whereof by parcels (he had fomething heard, 

But not diftinctively. Sbakeffear s OthiU- 

An inventory thus importing, 

The feveral parcels of his plate, his trealure, 

Rich fluff's and ornaments of houfhold. Shakefpeare. 

I have known penfions given to particular per; Tons, any 0 
of which, if divided into finaller parcels, and diftnbu ^ 
thofe, who diftinguifh themfelves by wit or learning, ^ 

anfwer the end. c , u: te 

The fame experiments fucceed on two parcels o , 

of an egg, only it grows Somewhat thicker -upon 
an acid. 

3 ’ A What can be rationally conceived in fo transparent a ijub 
fiance as water for the production of theft f° urs ’£ wlelI . 
the various iizes of its fluid and globular panels. 

4. A number of perfons, in contempt. 

This youthful parcel Qfakefp. 

Of noble batchelors ftand at my beftowmg. *** X 
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c Any number or quantity in contempt. 

They came to this conclufion ; that, unlefs they could, by 
a parcel of fair words and pretences, engage them into a con¬ 
federacy, there was no good to be done. L EJlrange . 

To Parcel, v. a. [from the noun.] 
j. To divide into portions. 

If they allot and parcel out feveral perfections to feveral 
-deities, do they not, by this, affert contradictions, making 
deity only to fuch a meafure perfect; whereas a deity implies 
.perfection beyond all meafure. South’s Sermons. 

Thofe ghoftly kings would parcel out my pow’r, 

And all the fatnefs of my land devour. Dryden. 

2. To make up into a mafs. 

What a wounding fhame. 

That mine own fervant fhould 
Parcel the fum of my difgraces by 

Addition of his envy ! < Shakefp. 

Parcener, n.f. [In common law.] When one dies poffeffed 
of an eftate, and having iffue only daughters, or his filters be 
his heirs; fo that the lands defeend to thofe daughters or 
filters : thefe are called parceners, and are but as one heir. Dili. 
Parce'nery. n.f. [from parfonier, French.] A holding or occu¬ 
pying of land by more perfons pro indivifo, or by joint tenants, 
other wife called coparceners : for if they refufe to divide their 
common inheritance, and chufe rather to hold it jointly, they 
are faid to hold in parcinarie. Cowel. 

To Parch, v. a. [from iregmeiisiv, fays Junius; from percoquo, 
fays Skinner; neither of them feem fatisfied with their con¬ 
jecture : perhaps from perujlus, burnt, to perujl, to parch ; 
perhaps from parchment , the effeCt of fire upon parchment 
being almoft proverbial.] To burn (lightly and fuperficially; 
to fcorch; to dry up. 

Hath thy fiery heart fo parcht thine entrails. 

That not a tear can fall. Shakefp . 

Did he fo often lodge in open field 
In winter’s cold, and l’ummer’s parching heat. 

To conquer France. Shakefp . Henry IV. 

Torrid heat. 

And vapours as the Libyan air aduft. 

Began to parch that temperate clime. Milt. Par. Lofl. 

I’m ftupify’d with forrow, paft: relief 
Of tears ; parch'd up and wither’d with my grief. Dryd. 
Without this circular motion of our earth, one hemifphere 
would be condemned to perpetual cold and darknefs, the other 
continually roafted and parched by the fun beams. Ray. 

The Syrian ftar 
With his fultry breath infeCls the Iky ; 

The ground below is parch'd , the heav’ns above us fry. 

Dryden's Horace . 

Full fifty years 

I have endur’d the biting winter’s blaft, 

And the feverer heats of parching fummer. Rozve. 

He is like a man diftrefied with thirfl: in the parched places 
ef the wildernefs, he fearehes every pit, but finds no water. 

Rogers's Sermons . 

To Parch, v. n. To be fcorched. 

W e were better parch in Africk fun, 

Than in the pride and fait fcorn of his eyes. Shakefp. 
If to prevent the acrofpiring, it be thrown thin, many 
corns will dry and parch into barley. Mort. Hush. 

Parchment, n.f [parchemin, French; pergamena, Latin.] 
Skins drefied for the writer. Among traders, the fkins of 
lhcep are called parchment, thofe of calves vellum. 

Is not this a lamentable thing, that the fkin of an innocent 
lamb ftiould be made parchment ; that parchment , being ferib- 
bled o’er, fhould undo a man ? Shakefp. Hen. VI. 

In the coffin, that had the books, they were found as frefh 
as if newly written, being written in parchment , and covered 
with watch candles of wax. Bacon . 

Like flying fhades before the clouds we fhew. 

We fhrink lik zparchment in confuming flame. Dryden. 
Parchment-maker, n.f [parchment and maker.] He who 
drefles parchment. 

Pard. ) n . f. pardus, pardalis, Latin.] The leopard; 
PaRdale. 5 in poetry, any of the fpotted beafts. 

Th 0 par dale fvvift, and the tyger cruel. Fa. Ffueen. 

As fox to lambs, as wolf to heifer’s calf; 

As pard to the hind, or ftep-dame to her foil. Shakefp. 

Ten brace of greyhounds, fnowy fair, 

And tall as flags, ran loofe, and cours’d around his chair, 
A match for pards in flight, in grappling for the bear. Dryd. 
Po PA RDON. v. a. [pardonner, French.] 

L To excufe an offender. 

When I beheld you in Cilicia, 

An enemy to Rome, I pardon'd you. Dryden . 

2. 1 o forgive a crime. 

3* remit a penalty. 

That thou may’ll fee the diff’rence of our fpirit, 

I pardon thee thy life before thou afk it. Shakefpeare. 

4. rardonme, is a word of civil denial, or flight apology. 

Sir, pardon me, it is a* letter from my brother. Sk 
ARdon. n.f [pardon, Fr. from the verb.] 

-i* r* orgivenefs of an offender. 


2. Forgivenefs of a crime; indulgence. . . 

He that pleafeth great men, ihall get pardon for iniquity. 

Ecclus XX. 27. 

A flight pamphlet, about the elements of archrtetfture, hath 
been entertained with fome pardon among my friends. Wotton . 


3. Remiffion of penalty. 

4. Forgivenels received. 

A man may be fafe as to nis condition, but, in the mean 
time, dark and doubtful as to his apprehenfions ; fecure in his 
pardon, but miferable in the ignorance of it; and fo palling 
all his days in the difconfolate, uneafy viciffitudes of hopes 
and fears, at length go out of the world, not knowing whither 
he goes. South's Sermons • 

5. Warrant of forgivenefs, or exemption from punifhment. 

The battle done, and they within our power, 

Shall never fee his pardon. Shakefpeare s K. Lear. 

PaRdonable. adj. [prrdmable , Fr. from pardon.] Venial; 


Shakefp. 


excufable. 

That which we do being evil, is notwithftanding by fo 
much more pardonable, by how much the exigences ot to 
doing, or the difficulty of doing otherwife is greater, unlefs 
this neceffity or difficulty have originally rifen from our¬ 
felves. Hooker. 

A blind man fitting in the chimney corner is pardonable 
enough, but fitting at the helm, he is intolerable. South. 

What Englifh readers, unacquainted with Greek or Latin; 
will believe me, when we confefs we derive all that is par¬ 
donable in us from ancient fountains. Diyden. 

PaRdonableness. n. f. [from pardonable.] Venialnefs: 
fufeeptibility of pardon. 

Saint John’s word is, all fin is trangreffion of the law; 
Saint Paul’s, the wages of fin is death : put thefe two toge¬ 
ther, and this conceit of the natural pardonablenefs of fin va- 
»iflies away. Hall . 

PaRdonably. adv. [frompardonable.] Venially; excufably. 

I may judge when I write more or lefs pardonably. Dryd . 

PaRdoner. n.f [from pardon.] 

1. One who forgives another. 

This is his pardon, purchas’d by fuch fin. 

For which the pardoner himlelf is in. Shakefp . 

2. Fellows that carried about the pope’s indulgences, and Ibid 

them to fuch as would buy them, againft whom Luther in- 
cenfed the people of Germany. Cowel. 

To Pare. v. a. [This word is reafonably deduced by Skinner 
from the French phrafe, parer les ongles , to drefs the horfes 
hoofs when they are fliaved by the farrier : thus we firft faid, 
pare your nails ; and from thence transfered the word to ge¬ 
neral ufe. j To cut off extremities or the furface; to cut 
away by little and little ; to diminifh. 

The creed of Athanalius, and that facred hymn of glory, 
than which nothing doth found more heavenly in the ears of 
faithful men, are now reckoned as fuperfluities, which we 
muff in any cafe pare away, left we cloy God with too 
much fervice. Hooker . 

I have not alone 

Imploy’d you where high profits might come home ; 

But par'd my prefent havings to beftow 

My bounties upon you. Shakefpeare's Henry VIII. 

I am a man, whom fortune hath cruelly fcratch’d. 

—’Tis too Tate to pare her nails now. Shakefp . 

The lion, mov’d with pity, did endure 

To have his princely paws all par'd away. Shakefp. 

1 he king began to pare a little the privilege of clergy, or-*- 
daining that clerks convict, fhould be burned in the hand. 

Bacon's Henry VII. 

Pick out of tales the mirth, but not the fin. 

He pares his apple, that will cleanly feed. Herbert. 

Whoever will partake of God’s fecrets, muft firft look into 
his own, he muft pare off whatfoever is amifs, and not with¬ 
out holinefs approach to the holicft of all holies. Taylor . 

All the mountains were pared off* the earth, and the fur- 
face of it lay even, or in unequal convexity every where with 
the furface of the fea. Burnet. 

The moft poetical parts, which are defeription and images, 
were to be pared away, when the body was fwollen into too 
large a bulk for the reprefentation of the ftage. Dryden . 

The fword, as it was juftly drawn by us, fo can it fcarce 
fafely be fheathed, ’till the power of the great troubler of 
our peace be fo far pared and reduced, as that we may be 
under no apprehenfions. Attcrbury . 

’Twere well if fhe would pare her nails. Pope. 

ParegoRick. adj. [Tr^n^Wf.] Having the power in me¬ 
dicine to comfort, mollify and affuao-e. n;/? 

PA f I ^ NCH ^ M ^' r'f A fpongy or porous 

mbftance ; in phyfick, a part through which the blood is 
ltrained for its better fermentation and perfeaion. Dili. 

Parenchy'matous. \adj. [from parenchyma.] Relating to 
Parenchy'mous. S the parenchyma; 'fponcry. 5 
Ten thoufand feeds of the plant, hart’s-tongue, hardly 
make the bu k of a pepper corn. Now the covers and true 
o y or each feed, the parenchymatous and ligneous parts of 
°* . m °d e J ate ty multiplied, afford an hundred thoufand 
millions ol formed atoms in the fpace of a pepper corn. Grew. 
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